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Your School Contacts  
 
S Glenday  Principal  
P Hogan  Deputy Principal  
  Ganya Garindja, Gumbari &  
  Support Units  
G Brady  Deputy Principal Stage 4  
 (Yrs 7 & 8) 
M Meehan Head Teacher Teaching & 
 Learning Stage 4 
F Bachmann Deputy Principal Stage 5  
 (Yrs 9 & 10) (Rel) 
P Greyling Head Teacher Teaching & 
 Learning Stage 5 
P Taylor Deputy Principal Stage 6 
 (Yrs 11 & 12) 
F Loupos Head Teacher Teaching & 
 Learning Stage 6 
J Oxley  School Administration  
 Manager  
W Bruffey Head Teacher Admin (Rel) 
R Gilbert Head Teacher English 
G Smith Head Teacher Mathematics 
L Swierenga Head Teacher Science (Rel) 
L Ryder Head Teacher CAPA 
S Corbett Head Teacher HSIE 
J Wright Head Teacher PDHPE (Rel) 
A Newton Head Teacher TAS  
P Raftery Sports Co-ordinator 
S Clark Head Teacher Support  
J Scott Head Teacher Gumbari Unit 
A Glenday Head Teacher Wellbeing  
                          Learning Support 
K Lane Head Teacher Ganya  
 Garindja Unit 
 
Leadership and Social 
Engagement Contacts 
 
M. Morris   Year 7 Adviser 
G Keogh    Year 8 Adviser 
J Powter   Year 9 Adviser 
J von Stieglitz    Year 10 Adviser 
H Pastor   Year 10 Adviser 
P Raftery   Year 11 Adviser 
S Brunswick   Year 12 Adviser 
 

Term Dates: 
 

Term 1 2014   
28th January - 11th April 2014 

 
Term 2 2014 

28th April - 27th June 2014 
 

Term 3 2014 
14th July - 19th September 2014 

 
Term 4 2014 

17th October - 19th December 
 
 

Parents and students are 
requested not to use the staff 
car park - this is dangerous 

and causes congestion 

Dear Parents/Caregivers & Student 

In Favour of NAPLAN 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy And Numeracy or NAPLAN is an assessment 
program for Years 3, 5, 7 & 9 students conducted in May each year.  NSW has had a 
NAPLAN-style exam since the early 1990s when the Basic Skills Tests began.  This 
assessment tracks students’ performance in reading, writing, grammar, spelling and 
numeracy. 
Opinion is divided about the value of the NAPLAN and there is a strong lobby in Australia 
encouraging parents to boycott these assessments. The main arguments stem from the way 
the results are used and the stress it places on students to perform.   
The Sydney Morning Herald in May 13, 2013 reported that “There is nothing wrong with 
NAPLAN as an assessment of educational achievement.  Probably there is no better 
standardised, large-scale assessment of educational achievement in Australia.  The issue is 
whether or not it is used in children's best interest.” 
For the first time teachers and parents can track pupil’s performance from Year 3 to Year 9 
on the same scale. The information shows a student’s strengths and weaknesses and lets 
us, as a school, plan our programs to improve the literacy of students.  

‘Probably there is no better standardised, large-scale assessment 
of educational achievement in Australia’ 

We are in a National Partnership with the Commonwealth Government to investigate the 
teaching of literacy in Years 7 & 8.  In this program we have employed literacy experts to 
work with classroom teachers on comprehension, spelling and writing in most year 7 & 8 
classes. We have remedial reading programs for students having difficulties and reading 
programs in classes for students that are competent but need a bit of a push.  We are 
putting every effort into lifting the literacy skills of our students. 
The information that we get from NAPLAN is directing the type of programs that we run and 
the type of assistance we need to offer in classrooms.  We do not coach students for 
NAPLAN as this can increase their stress.  Rather, we are developing programs to teach 
literacy in every classroom and we are using the information gathered from NAPLAN to 
show how well we are doing.  
We encourage you to discuss the NAPLAN with your children and encourage them to do 
their personal best. 
Last year, we believe, some of our results were influenced by students not taking the 
assessments seriously, not concentrating during the tests and not putting in their best effort. 
We know from how they perform in school assessments that they normally do better than 
the results suggested.  

‘For the first time, it enables teachers and parents to track 
a pupil's performance from year 3 to year 9 on the same 
scale’ 

It is not a matter for stress, it is not a matter of developing bragging points, it is not 
something to be embarrassed about.  We would like all students to put in their personal 
best. 
It is a case of giving the NAPLAN process a fair go and providing the information that we 
need  to design programs in Years 7 to 10 that best suit the needs and abilities of our 
students. 

 
Gary Brady 
Deputy Principal Years 7 & 8 



What’s happening  
at  VHS 
 
Thursday 27/02/2014 
Year 6 to 7 Willing & Able activity day 
 
Friday 28/02/2014 
Year 6 to 7 Willing & Able activity day 
 
Thursday 06/03/2014 
Regional Swimming Carnival - Dapto 
All Schools Triathlon 
 
Friday 07/03/2014 
All Schools Triathlon 
 
 

Monday 10/03/2014 
Year 12 IT Work Placement 
 
Tuesday 11/03/2014 
Year 12 IT Work Placement 
Zone Touch Football - Kiama 
 
Wednesday 12/03/2014 
Year 12 IT Work Placement 
 
Thursday 13/03/2014 
Year 12 IT Work Placement 
 
Friday 14/03/2014 
Year 12 IT Work Placement 
 
 

Bus Passes 
 

All bus passes have now arrived at the school, Shoalbus & Nowra Coaches.  They can be 
collected from the front office at recess and lunch breaks,  

not during lesson time.   
Passes need to be collected as soon as possible, before the end of the 

term.   
Uncollected passes will be returned to the bus companies and anyone 

requiring a pass after this time will have to reapply. 

Authority to Publish Forms 
 
These forms are in the process of being sent home for 
parents/caregivers to peruse and sign.   
 
This form gives permission to obtain and publish 
photo’s and news items for the school newsletter, 
website etc. 
 
Please sign and return the form as soon as possible.  
 
If the form is not returned it will be assumed that the 
student does not have permission to be published in 
any publication. 



Grace Kennedy gives 
inspiration to  

Sussex Primary 
school students 

 

Grace Kennedy was invited to Sussex Inlet 
Primary School last week to present the school 
leaders for 2014 with their badges.  

 
Grace gave an inspirational speech and 
presentation about her amazing experience on-
board as a crew member of ‘Faceboat Kayle’ in the 
2013 Sydney to Hobart yacht race.  
 
The staff and students were in awe of Grace and 
her accomplishments and said that it was a 
pleasure to have Grace present to their school 
community. 





VINCENTIA HIGH SCHOOL P&C 
PARENT WORKSHOPS 2014 

You’re Invited…!!! 
Vincentia High School, Parent & Citizen Association and Bay &  
Basin Community Resources are proud to present a series of  
Parent Workshops designed to Engage, Enthral and Enlighten the 
life and times of teenagers, adolescent psychology and the trials of   
moving through high school to life and beyond… 
 
We will be meeting in the VHS Library at 6pm for a 6.15pm start 
and finishing at approximately 7.30pm. Interested parents and   
carers are invited to stay for the P&C Meeting where you can have 
your say and become more involved with our school community. 
Join us for light refreshments and a stimulating time… 

Meeting 1:  27 February   How to Study & Support your Student? 

Meeting 2:  27 March    P&C AGM 

Meeting 3:  22 May     How the Mind Works 

Meeting 4:  26 June     Rites of Passage 

Meeting 5:  24 July      Post School Options 

Meeting 6:  28  August     Resiliency 

Meeting 7:  30 October    Life Skills, safe partying, drugs                                  
                 & drinking  

Meeting 8:  27 November  Christmas Party  

 

For more information phone: 4441 6766 

Mr Fotis Loupos or Mrs Alison Taylor 

 



A reminder to parents to notify the school 
about your child’s health 
 
We welcome information from parents about your child’s health, even if you are not requesting specific support from 
our school. Our school asks for medical information when you enrol your child. It is also important that you let us know 
if your child’s health care needs change of if a new health condition develops. 
 
Information about allergies, medical conditions such as asthma and diabetes and other health care related issues 
(including prior conditions such as medical procedures in the last 12 months) should be provided to the school by 
parents. . Please provide this information in writing to the principal. This will greatly assist our school in planning to 
support your child’s health and wellbeing. 
 
Please also remember to notify staff in the school office of any changes to your contact details or to the contact details 
of other people nominated as emergency contacts. 
 
We appreciate your assistance in this regard and assure you that any information you provide the school will be stored 
securely and will only be used or disclosed in order to support your son or daughter’s health needs or as otherwise 
required by law 
 
 

Important Information for Parents! 
Re: Students having time off school during the term 

A number of requests have been made recently, by parents, for the school to provide work packages for students who 
are going on vacation during term.   

It is not school practice to provide work packages for this purpose.  Extenuating circumstances such as long term 
illness, misadventure or long term suspension are when work packages are provided.   

Any student taking holidays for three months or longer is required to apply to Distance Education.  If students are 
going to be absent for more than two days, notification should be made to the school by phoning - 4441 6766, and 
informing Mrs Simpson who is the Attendance Officer.  If Mrs Simpson is not available you can leave a message with 
reception which will be passed on to Mrs Simpson.  A note explaining any absence from school must be provided 
on the next day of attendance.  This note must contain the students full name and be signed by the Parent/
Caregiver stating the reason for the absence. 

Process for students taking holidays during the term: 

If you are intending to take your child on holiday within the school term you are required to obtain an ’Application 
for Exemption from Attendance at School’ form from the front office.  At least one weeks notice is required, 
preferably longer to allow for processing.   

The Principal is required to sight this form and provide the Parent/Carer with a ‘Certificate of Exemption from 
Attendance at School’.   

Steve Glenday 
Principal. 



Community   
News  

Yoga Studio in Huskisson 
 

I have opened a Yoga Studio in Huskisson and plan to run a 
Teens program in the first term.  The program works with 

movement, breath and meditation but also working on 
changing negative thought patterns and self-esteem.  

 
Mary Baseler 

Husky Yoga Studio 
0437070200 

St Georges Basin  
Hockey Club 

Invites registra ons for the upcoming 2014 winter 
compe on for junior boys and girls aged 6‐16 years and 
women and men senior teams. A Club Registra on 
a ernoon is on Friday 28 February from 5 to 7pm at the 
St Georges Basin Country Club Tennis courts. 
Alterna vely, please email basinhockey@gmail.com for a 
registra on form. Fees can be deposited directly into the 
Basin Hockey account. If you want to discuss anything 

regarding the upcoming 
season, call President 
Vaughan on 0400 455 067. 





Please contact Karen Chambers on 4443 9244.   
The first meeting will be held on Tuesday March 4 at lunch 

time in the Laser Room.  
Students can put their name on the list in the LaSP Staff 

Room to be kept up to date with meeting details.  
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